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A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE SPECIAL AREAS 
OF ALBERTA 


Edmonton, Alberta, 
November 4, 1953. 


Honourable C.E. Gerhart, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Natural Resources Building, 
EDMONTON, Alberta. 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to your memorandum of March 16th, 1953 
relating to the administration of the Special Areas, your 
committee wishes to present to you a preliminary report 
containing the suggestions and recommendations they have 
under consideration. 

A historical review of the region that is under 
the Special Areas administration indicates much has been 
accomplished since its inception, justifying the procedures 
and policies which have been adopted during the past twenty 
years. Obviously much of the improvement presently observ- 
ed has grown out of improved economic conditions which have 
prevailed during the past decade. This phase of the inm- 
provement, however, should not be allowed to dispel from 
our minds the hazardous nature of the region and the pos- 
sible recurrence of prolonged drouth and the consequent 
human distress and privation incidental to such a condition. 

Those who designed the Special Areas did not assume 


that the condition then prevailing would continue indefinitely, 
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or that the plan of administration would not be subject 

to change. Therefore, in accordance with your request, 

it now appears that the time has arrived when it is 

proper to review the past, the present, and the possible 
future course of the Special Areas administration, and 

if possible, to secure guidance for the future admin- 
istration of marginal lands, not only within the Special 
Areas, but also those existing in other parts of the 
Province. 

It is generally acknowledged that the basic 
problem prevalent in the Special Areas is an agricultural 
one, that if it were not for the uncertainty of agricultural 
production and its adverse affect upon the population re- 
siding therein, the creation of the Special Area administra- 
tion would not have been necessary. 

If the basic problem in a marginal region 
is an agricultural one, the administrative implications 
of the term “agricultural” should be clearly understood. 

An examination of the subject will reveal that "“agri- 
culture” is composed of two simple but vital components. 
These components are man and soil, or in other words, 
humanity and land. Those who are charged with the re- 
Sponsibility of guiding the destiny of agriculture are 
called upon through their knowledge of agricultural 
practices and science relating to the utilization of 


land to design ways and means of combining or welding 
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together these two components to their mutual advantage. 

The available fertility of the soil, the plants 
that may be made to grow upon a soil, and the live stock 
which may be fed thereon are the only instruments by fh 
man can utilize agricultural land. Disregarding for the 
moment economic forces existing at the time, the Special 
Areas authority came into being because of the human suffer- 
ing and privation caused by the low productivity of the 
land, crop failures and live stock losses. Therefore, the 
issue that confronts those interested and responsible 
authorities is: how can those who seek to make a living on 
such lands do so with the minimum of hazard, reasonable 
security and attain a satisfying standard of living? 

For the land occupant to live in security, it 
is of utmost importance to harmonize the relationship be- 
tween man and the land by devising logical and appropriate 
forms of land tenure and to administer the same in a wise 
and equitable manner. It therefore should follow if agri- 
cultural production and the land tenure problem are solved, 


the solution of the problem of local government will follow. 
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A BASIC PROBLEM 


Numerous basic problems confront the marginal 
land regions of the Province. With respect to the Special 
Areas, a fundamental question that might be asked is: Why 
are its lands classified as non-productive or marginal? 
The popular answer is "lack of rainfall". It is known, 
however, that this is only a partial answer. Of signifi- 
cant importance is the peculiar quality Bere teeoral 
design of the soil found in a large portion of the Area. 

The soils of this region, and particularly 
within the region formeriy known as the Berry Creek Area, 
are underlaid by an impervious layer. This layer is 
frequently exposed and where such is the case the land is 
commonly described as "burn out" land or soil. At the 
moment, the productivity of these lands is determined by 
the variable but relatively shallow depth of the soil which 
overlays the impervious stratum. The amount of moisture 
that can be retained and the area in which plants can feed 
is determined by the depth of the top soil layer. There- 
fore, no matter how much it rains the amount of rainfall 
that can be retained for crop consumption is limited to 
the absorption capacity of the top layer. The impervious 
under layer cannot absorb it. If there is a surplus of 
water, it, in all probability, percolates downward over 


the top of the impervious layer to lower levels within the 
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area, or through breaks or openings in the impervious lay- 
er into the subsoil. 

Not until 1952 was any serious attempt made 
to determine the possibilities of modifying the under lay- 
er by mechanical means or cultural practices. In 1952, a 
soil investigational sub-station, under the supervision 
of the Alberta Research Council and federal authorities, 
was established upon these soils south of Youngstown for 
the purpose of gathering such information. Two years of 
operation is giving some encouraging evidence. 

If, by mechanical or cultural means, these 
soils can be modified and the moisture absorption zone 
deepened and capacity increased, then the productivity 
of a portion of the region may be materially altered and 
the agricultural outlook changed. 

With good lands becoming less available and 
the possibility of lands, such as those in the Special 
Areas, being irrigable, the determination of the quality 
and usefulness of such lands is a Provincial responsibil- 
ity of paramount importance. 

The conclusion from the foregoing is that 
the marginality of the Solonetz soils of the Special Areas 
has not yet been determined. This is a job yet to be done 
and it should be performed with the greatest of dispatch, 
as it is fundamental to the intelligent development and 
rehabilitation of marginal lands within the Area and sim- 


ilar lands elswhere in the Province. 
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Special Area Privileges 

Inasmuch as it is being stated that the Special 
Areas and the residents therein enjoy preferred privileges 
not extended to Municipal or Improvement District residents, 
a brief analysis of this situation was thought to be desirable. 

The subject has been approached from three points 
of view, namely that of 

A. Statutory provisions 

B. Administrative authority, and 


C. Those affecting the residents within the Area. 


A. Statutory Privileges 
Among the statutory privileges that may be con- 
sidered peculiar to the administration of the Special Areas, 
as provided for in The Special Areas Act, when compared with 
municipal and improvement district authority the following 
are quoted. 
1. Ministerial Authority and Supervision 
Section 13 of the Special Areas Act (Chapter 153,R.S.A.1942);: 
"The Minister is hereby empowered in respect of Special 
Areas generally or in respect of any specified special 
area or areas, - 
(a)to direct that any of the public lands or interest 
therein within a Special Area shall be dealt with 
in such manner as may seem to him to be for the 
benefit of the residents of the Special Area, or to 


prohibit the dealing therein in any manner which 
seems to him to be detrimental to such residents: 
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(b) 
(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(3) 


(x) 


(1) 


(m) 
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To lease public. lands within a Special Area at such 
rentals as may seem fair and equitable; 
to set aside lands for community purposes, such as 
grazing reserves, hay reserves, water reserves and 
irrigation, and to make such provisions for the 
administration thereof as may be deemed advisable; 
to receive the money payable in respect of any 
lease, or any interest in public lands in a Special 
Area and to expend such moneys, or any part thereof 
as he may deem advisable for the following purposes 
or any one of them: 

(i) the costs of administration: 

(ii) the development of any natural resources: 

(iii) the carrying out of improvements within 

any Special Area: and 
(iv) the rehabilitation of settlers within any 
Special Area; 

to order and require any owner or occupant of lands 
to adopt such methods of farming or grazing, or 
farming and grazing as may be deemed necessary to 
prevent soil drifting or overgrazing, or any 
hazard which may disipate or nullify any assistance 
rendered to residents within the Special Area; 
to exchange any public lands within a Special Area 
for any other lands situated within any Special Area; 
to promote approved farm cultural practices and 
efficient range management, and such community effort 
and enterprise as may contribute to greater economic 
security of residents of the Special Area; 
to classify all lands within the Special Area for the 
purpose of utilizing them to be most adaptable; 
to promote measures for the development and conser- 
vation of any and all available natural resources 
within any Special Area for the purpose of giving 
greater stability of income to the residents of the 
Special Area; 
to promote greater stability and diversity of sources 
of income for residents of any Special Area to the end 
that they may become self-supporting; 
to acquire by purchase or otherwise any property 
whether real or personal which is requisite or 
incidental to the exercise of any powers conferred 
by this Act; 
to carry out and execute any Scheme or plans for the 
rehabilitation or betterment of any Special Area and 
the inhabitants thereof; 
to do all such things as are requisite or incidental 
to the exercise of any power conferred by this Act." 
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The Provincial Treasurer to provide for deficiencies in revenue. 


Section 9 of The Special Areas Act; 

"In case in any year the amount of taxes levied and 
collected in any Special Area is insufficient to defray 
the expenditures of the Special Area, the Provincial 
Treasurer shall make good the deficiency out of such 
sums as may be appropriated for the purpose by vote of 
the Legislative Assembly”. 


The exemption from payment of Land Titles office fees. 


Section 30 of The Special Areas Act; 

"Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Act, no fees 
shall be payable by a municipality which is in a Special 
Area to any Registrar of Land Titles for any service to 

the municipality in connection with any letter of search or 
any search of the General Register, the registration of any 
transfer of title, the issuance of any certificate of title, 
or the furnishing of any abstract of title." 


Exemption from payment of fees in Alberta Gazette. 


Section 31 of The Special Areas Act: 

"Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Act, no fees 
shall be payable by a municipality situated in a Special 
Area in connection with advertising in The Alberta Gazette 
under the provisions of The Tax Recovery Act.” 


With respect to advertising lands for public auction. 


Section 32 of The Special Areas Act: 

"The provisions of section 11 and 12 of The Tax Recovery 
Act, in so far as they relate to the advertisment of a 
public auction in a newspaper, shall be deemed to be 
sufficiently complied with if a notice is inserted in one 
issue of a newspaper having general circulation in the 

area published not less than ten days and not more than 
twenty days before the date of the sale, stating the place 
and date of the sale and the hour at which the auction shall 
commence and that a list of the lands to be offered for sale | 
may be’ inspected at the office of the Board of the Special 
Area, and specifying where that office is situated." 
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An Act to provide for capital assistance to School Divisions 
in Special Areas. 


Section 3 and 4 (Chapter 84, 1951 Statutes of Alberta): 
"3. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, - 

(a) authorize the Provincial Treasurer to loan 
from the General Revenue fund to a special 
area school division such sums as the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council deems expedient 
to assist with the cost of creating one or 
more school buildings as defined by the 
School Act: and 

(b) fix the time, terms and conditions of re- 
payment and the rate of interest to be charged 
on the money loaned." 


"4h. A Special Areas school division that receives a loan 
under Section 3 shall execute and deposit with the 
Provincial Treasurer such debenture or other 


instrument as he may require to secure the repayment 
of the loan.” 


In summary of the foregoing, - 
(a) the intent of the statutory provisions of paragraph l. 
is the promotion of measures and policies for the development 
and conservation of all available natural resources within the 
Special Areas thereby giving greater stability of income to 
farmers residing therein 
(b) the provisions of paragraph 2. have never been utilized 
ice the incorporation into the Act of Section 9. 
fs) organized municipalities do not enjoy the exemptions 


provided by the provisions in paragraph 3., 4. and 5. 
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(d) with respect to paragraph 6., by the enactment of The 


School Borrowing Assistance Act -1950 and later its repeal 


and the enactment of The School Buildings Assistance Act -1952 


and its amendment -1953, it is doubtful if the Special Areas 


is now in receipt of any benefit not available to other parts 


of the Province. 


B. Administrative Privileges 


With respect to administration, the following observa- 


tions are made:- 


1. 


A certain portion of the costs, by way of salaries, 

is paid from the provincial treasury. However, it 
should be mentioned that Improvement Districts enjoy 
similar consideration. 

The benefits of continuity of administrative personnel 
and the possible service of expert advisors, nee 
readily eyatieble to local governments, are 

available to the Special Areas. 

Authority to close surveyed road allowances and 

lease the same without becoming liable for accidents 
occuring thereon. 

The authority extended to the Special Areas respecting 
land utilization and powers for their enforcement 


is an undoubted advantage. 
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5. The authority to control the terms of farm occupancy 
is essential to the rehabilitation of the residents 
of such an area, particularly if the area has been 
or has a tendency to be over-populated. It is believed 
that it can be more effectively performed by an ap- 
pointed Board than by an elected Pe nerity: 

6. Revenue derived from public lands (other than the 
sale of school and unalienated lands) is retained in 
full for the benefit of the area. 

7. On grazing lands rental within the Special Areas is 
calculated upon 8% of the forage value as compared 
to 124% of the forage value outside of the Special 
Areas. Grazing lands in the Special Areas classified 
in zone 40 and zone 50 (40 to 50 acres per animal 
unit) bear rental of 93 cents and 73 cents per acre 
respectively, while similar classifications located 
outside of the Special Areas sustain a rental of 15 
and 12 cents respectively. Furthermore, in Municipal 
and Improvement Districts the government retains 50% 
of the revenue from public lands leased for grazing, 
similarly on public lands under cultivation 20% of 
one-eighth crop share is retained by the government, 
whereas all revenue from public lands is retained 


by the Special Areas. 
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ate 
The purchase of machinery, supplies and materials 


without payment of sales or excise tax. 


C. Privileges of Residents within Special Areas 


With respect to advantages that may accrue to residents 


within the Special Areas when compared to residents within 


Municipal and Improvement Districts, the following observations 


have been enumerated: 


qd. 


The privilege of foregoing title to patented lands 

and retaining occupancy thereof under long term 

(20 year) lease under the terms of which the lessee 
pays a 1/8 share of crop and retains full ownership 

of all improvements. 

Cultivation leases (10 year) available at a rental not 
in excess of a 1/6 share. 

A regrassing program which permits cropping of acre- 
age for two successive years in preparation for seeding 
to grass without obligation for delivery of any share 
to the authorities and the privileges of obtaining 
grass seed at half price. 

When public lands become available, residents of the 
Special Areas have prior right to obtaining such lands. 
The exchanging of lands where the same is beneficial 
to the occupants is recongnized administrative policy 


of the Special Areas Board. 
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6. The benefits of community pastures, operated by the 


Special Areas Board, located on public lands. 


In summary it might be said that the residents of 
the Special Areas, while denied the opportunity of accumulating 
wealth in the form of the ownership of extensive acreages of 
land, are, nevertheless, given the use of land, security of 
tenure and the maximum proportion of the returns received 
from such land, without the necessity of heavy capital invest- 


ment in land and its inherent hazards. 
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Recommendations 
That it is in the interests of good citizenship that 
the residents of the Special Areas assume responsibility 
of self-government where feasible. 
That local government be extended to the maximum area of 
the Special Areas, firstly by annexation to adjacent 
municipalities and secondly by erection of a local govern- 
ing unit within the Special Area. 
That the fraction of the Special Areas that is not annexed 
to existing municipal districts, or does not become a 
part of local governing unit, be continued to be ad- 
ministered as a Special Area. 
That in preparation for and prior to the transfer of any 
portion of the Special Areas to municipal or local improve- 
ment districts, and in order to preserve and perpetuate 
benefits that have accrued under the administration of the 
Special Areas Act, that consideration be given to the 
establishment of a Provincial Land Utilization Commission 
under the Minister of Agriculture. 
That the Commission be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor- 
in-Council, and to consist of a permanent chairman and five 
commissioners, who shall perform such duties and exercise 
Such powers pertaining to designated marginal lands within 
the Province which are imposed or conferred upon the Min- 
ister as may from time to time be assigned by the Minister 


to the Commission. 
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That the authority contained in The Special Areas Act 
that relates to land use, rehabilitation, conservation, 
reclamation and other matters that should be the concern 
of the Department of Agriculture be vested in the 
Minister of Agriculture. 

That municipal authorities be authorized to refer to 

the Land Utilization Commission any lands within their 


jurisdiction which they may consider marginal. 


Suggested Powers and Functions of 
the Commission 


To design and approve the physical and the ecomonic 
classification of lands for the purpose of determining 
their best use. 

To design and recommend approved methods of land tenure 
and land use affecting marginal lands. 

To aid in the designing of methods of enlarging or 
modifying the size of land holdings. 

To design and recommend policies, practices and pro- 
cedures with respect to rehabilitation of farmers, and 
the conservation, preservation, reclamation or utiliza- 
tion of marginal land. 

Where it is necessary to acquire lands in order to in- 
sure their best use, the Commission may recommend that 


such lands be acquired in whatever manner is deemed 
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necessary, and all such lands so acquired shall be admin- 
istered by the existing governmental authority in accord- 
ance with the terms of procedure as recommended by the 


Commission. 


Suggested Composition of Commission 


A permanent chairman - Representing the Department 
of Agriculture 


Representatives from - Department of Lands and Forests 
Department of Municipal Affairs 
University of Alberta 


Alberta Association of Municipal 
Districts. 


General Suggestions 


1. That any administrative duties or responsibilities that 
may arise out of the actions of the Commission be perform- 
ed by existing governmental authorities, and that due 
consideration should be given to co-ordination of its pow- 
ers and functions with the existing authorities. 

2. That the marginality of land be measured by the ability of 
the land and the operator to maintain his family, to meet 


taxation, maintenance, operation and land investment costs. 
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That all marginal public lands which are classified as 
being irrigable be retained as public lands. 
That the Commission shall endeavor to promote the welfare 
of the land occupant, also the preservation of the land. 
That the present percentage differential existing between 
grazing lease rentals within and without the Special 
Areas be unified and any differential that need be 
established be accomplished by varying the carrying 
capacity factor within the formula. 
That the establishment of uneconomically small or exces- 
siveiy large land holdings be discouraged. 
It was the opinion of the Committee that the problem of 
rehabilitation of the Special Areas has not been looked 
upon by the Department of Agriculture as one of its major 
responsibilities. It is believed that this Department 
should give evidence of assuming its responsibility by 


enacting appropriate legislation. 
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Conclusion 

The foregoing preliminary report is intended to 
highlight some of the basic principles and problems con- 
fronting the Special Areas and other marginal regions within 
the Province; also, direct attention to any special feature 
or privilege provided or permitted by the legislation and 
the administration of the Special Areas. 

There is also contained within the report recommend- 
ations and suggestions which aim to perpetuate and extend 
the essential benefits and techniques developed in the Special 
Areas to other marginal regions in the Province. 

As a key to this accomplishment, a method of co-ordination 
of administrative and research authority at present concerned 
or associated with the problem in question is recommended. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. . 
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REFERENCES 


Reading of the following reports respecting the 


drought and marginal lands of Alberta will be found to be instructive: 


1, 


Report of Southern Alberta Drought Area 

East of Range 13 Bounded by the Red Deer and 

South Saskatchewan Rivers, December 17th, 1924 
(not available) 

Report of the Magrath Commission, 1921 

Report of the Frame Commission, 1926 

Berry Creek Report, 1931 

Rehabilitation of the Drought Areas of Alberta, 1935 


Preliminary Report on Classifications of Land in 
Sounding Creek Special Area of Alberta, 1938 


Land Use Classification in the Special Areas 
of Alberta, 1944 


Interim Report of Advisory Board on Land 
Utilization, 1944 


Annual Reports of the Special Areas Board 
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MEETING WITH SPECIAL AREAS BOARD 
The Committee met with the Special Areas Board on 

May 9th. It was well received and various members of the Board were 

interrogated by the Committee. 

From the minutes of the meeting the following questions 
and answers are recorded herewith. 

1, Question - Does the Special Areas Board consider parts of the 
Special Areas are now ready to take on the respon- 
sibilities of local self-government ? 

Answer’ -The Special Areas Board is of the opinion that certain 
areas may perhaps be in that category, but they are 
also of the opinion that the Public Lands (by Public 
Lands it is meant both Tax Recovery and unalien- 
ated Crown Lands) should remain under Government 
or some comparable central control. 

2. Question - On the face of what can be seen, it must be assumed 
that there is a considerable amount of prosperity 
throughout the Special Areas. Would this prosperous 
condition be destroyed by investiture of local self- 


government over certain parts of the areas ? 
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The Board is of the opinion that a considerable 
degree of the existing prosperity stems from the 
policies and regulations implemented by the Board 
over the past years; but that it should: also be rec- 
ognized that both economic and climatic conditions 
have been extremely favourable particularly during 


the past three years, in most of the Special Areas, 


The Board were also of the opinion that in the event 
of a possible change in form of administration, the 
people affected should be g:ven an opportunity to 


register their opinion, 


We are also of the opinion that if certain sections of 

the Special Areas were to be transferred to municipal 
districts or counties, the question of apportionment 
should be given serious consideration to the effect that 
Section 6 of the County Act, if applied, would not disrupt 
or destroy the economy of the remaining portion of the 


Special Areas. 


That with respect to the Bow West Area, the irrigation 
development should be firmly established before any 


change is made, and that when and if a change is made, 
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it should be done on a total basis and not a parcelling 
out between two or three already organized municipal- 
ities. 
3. Question - If part of the Special Areas should be invested with 

local self-government, what suggestions would the 
Board have to make as to governing legislation ? 

Answer The Board is of the opinion that the various reg- 
ulations and policies now in force within the Special 
Areas would be quite efficient if put into effect in such 
an area as you suggest. 

4, Question - What is the general policy with respect to the sale of 

land to individuals by the Special Areas Board ? 

Answer The general policy is as follows. Sales are only made 
to individuals on the following basis : The applicant 
must be a Canadian citizen, a bona-fide resident of 
the Special Areas, own no other land, either be 
resident on the parcel he wishes to buy, and own all 
of the improvements thereon; or wish to establish his 
homesite on the land in question. In the event he intends 
to build, transfer of title is withheld by the Department 


until such time as an adequate farm dwelling is con- 
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5. Question - 


Answer 


6. Question - 


Answer 


san 
structed, together with other necessary farm buildings. 

The land price is more or less nominal, there is no 

attempt made to capitalize on the sale of these lands 

to individuals. 

Do residents of the Special Areas crave ownership 

of land, for reasons of greater security of tenure ? 

In the main the request for greater freehold tenure 

which only applies in some districts was caused by 

the desire to increase the cultivated acreage, This 
insistence for private ownership increased during periods of 
abundant moisture, and lessened during periods of 

drought. 

In connection with the sale of land, has consideration 

been given to any future irrigation development that 

might occur ? 

The Board is of the opinion that the present sale of 

land policy, which in itself restricts ownership, 

provides an adequate safeguard against future irrig- 


able areas falling into the hands of a few. 


7. Question - Is a 20 year lease a satisfactory term of tenure? 
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Answer 


8. Question - 


Answer 


9. Question - 


Answer 


The Board believed that there was general satis- 
faction throughout the Special Areas with the 20 

year term, The matter had not been raised at 

any of the ratepayers meetings or at the annual 
meeting of the Advisory Committee. 

Does there need to be still further increase in the 
size of the present economic unit? 

It was the opinion of the Board that in certain areas 
North of the Goose Lake line the size of the economic 
unit should probably be increased to approximately 
4,000 acres of which 400 acres should be cultivated. 
Would you define those areas ? 

From the Scapa road west to our western boundary 
on the Altario, Bodo districts, as well as the Consort, 
Veteran districts, that is the areas where grazing 
lands are limited to around one section or less, the 
most prosperous districts today within the Special 
areas are not in the districts where the raising of 
grain crops prevail, but where an economic unit 


contains grazing land in the neighbourhood of 3,000 
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acres, or over, on which they, the residents can 
raise stock, thus providing them with the necessary 
finances to carry on, in the event of the area being 


overtaken with a series of dry years. 


In many instances the residents have stated that 
they have taken money received from the sale of 
stock to buy seed grain, as well as machinery, 
repairs, etc., in order to carry on their farming 
operations, 

10. Question - It is possible to define all Public land, both Tax 
Recovery and Crown as marginal or submarginal ? 

Answer Considerable general discussion followed, but no 

definite conclusion was reached, as it was agreed 
that perhaps sufficient experimentation as to their 
proper ultimate use had not been carried out, For 
example, a parcel could be submarginal for one 
purpose, but could be marginal or even supra- 


marginal for another. 
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DETAILED CLASSIFICATION OF UTILIZATION OF 
LANDS WITHIN SPECIAL AREAS NO. 2 AND 38, 1952. 


Vacant lands 281,209 acres 
Cultivation leases 344,628 =" 
Cultivation leases (School Land) 24,526 " 
Cultivation permits 23,400. 0. 
Community Pasture LiL ia ee 
Grazing leases 2,432,540 " 
Grazing permits 254,048 " 
Titled lands 1,704,663  " 


ee EE en 


5,256,556 acres. 


GENERAL CLASSIFICATION OF LAND WITHIN 
SPECIAL AREAS NO, 2 AND 38, 1952. 


Public lands 3,551,893 acres 
Vacant lands 281,209 acres 
Cultivated lands ALOeS17 ae. 
Grazing lands 2,858,367 " 


Titled laads 1 , 704, 663 acres 


5,256,556 acres 


NUMBER OF LEASES AND PERMITS IN EFFECT, 1952 


Grazing leases 1,900 
Grazing permits a1 
Cultivation leases 1,584 
Cultivation permits 288 * 


* includes Bow West Area 
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TAX AND RENTAL COLLECTIONS IN SPECIAL AREAS 


(a) PATENTED ACREAGE, ASSESSMENT AND LEVY. 


Land Improvement Total 
Acreage Assessment Assessment Assessment Levy 
1951 2,029,588 $7,973,389 $1,422,446 $9,395, 835 $411, 931.39 
(20.3¢ per ac.) 
1952 2,025,946 7,965,719 1,404,141 9,369, 860 418,381.54 


(20.6¢ per ac.) 


(b) GRAZING LEASE ACREAGE AND REVENUE 


Acreage Revenue Levy per Acre 
1951 2,797, 759 $272, 860.00 9.7¢ Actual Levy 
1952 2,836,470 322,422.95 11.3¢ 


(c) CULTIVATION LEASE ACREAGE AND REVENUE 


Acreage Revenue Levy per Acre 
1951 476,193 $123, 808.91 26¢ 
1952 474,194 363,972.29 76.7¢ 


(d) COMMUNITY PASTURES 


Number of Net Net Revenue 
Pastures Acreage Revenue per Acre 
1951 6 257,017 $7,209.60 2.8¢ 
1952 6 257,017 2,015.39 1.3¢ 


(e) 1951 CROP SHARE LEASE - WHEAT 


Yield Production Gov't Share Value Gov't Rent 
Soil Per Ac. Peri1/4Sec. 1/6 Crop Share Per Ac. 
am. bu. bu. bu. $ $ 
Class I 9.00 720 120 165.60 1.03 
Class II 10.5 840 140 193.20 1.20 
Note: The above calculation is based on the assumption that the average 


yield of wheat for land leased on one-sixth crop share basis was 
equal to the 1921-36 average and the net return per bushel of wheat 
was $1.38 ( Board price Hanna ) and that 50% of the land was under 


crop. 
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION 


No. of farmers in Special Areas ( 1950 ) 4,238 
No, farm operators in Alberta (1951 ) 84,316 
P.F.A.A. Assistance 1939-1952 $ 6,995,136.00 


Special Areas 2 and 3 


P.F.R.A. 1935-1952 ( not including 
Wm, Pearce Irrigation Surveys ) 790,288.39 


Assistance received from Ducks 
Unlimited ( Canada ) 172, 845.88 
$ 7,958,270.27 


Provincial Grants, 1952 $ 647,540.00 
Tax Levy 1952 418, 075.00 
Cultivation Leases, 1952 296,155.00 
Grazing Leases, 1952 322,461.00 
Pest Control, 1952 40,600.00 
District Agriculturists, 1952 12,000.00 


$ 1,736, 231.00 
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ASSISTANCE RECEIVED FROM P.F.R.A. 


FOR DUGOUTS, DAMS, ETC., EXCLUSIVE OF WM, PEARCE 
IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT - 1935 - JUNE 1952, 


Atlee Gas Well #1 $ 12,423.00 
Atlee Gas Well # 2 14,300.00 
Bullpound Dam 5,373.00 
Bartman Dam 49,541.00 
Berry Creek 186, 026.00 
Carolside Dam 200,000.00 
Hanna Storage 33,449.00 
Bell Lake 5,648.00 
East Berry Creek 10,387.00 
Sounding Creek 66,501.00 
Dead Fish Creek 51,544.00 
Loyalist Creek 15,705.00 


Small Water Development Projects - 
dugouts, stockwatering dams 
and individual irrigation 
projects 139,391.39 
$ 790,288.39 
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